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security, were unknown throughout the Empire. The
testimony of a Christian in the courts did not count
against that of a Mussulman. The life, the property, the
honor of every Armenian was at the mercy of any Mus-
sulman. The Armenian was the pariah whom govern-
ments oppressed, but at the same time utilized his serv-
ices, his aptitudes, and his enterprise. The Turk's
purpose in leaving to the Greek and the Armenian their
language and religions is hy no means because of any
liberality and breadth of mind, but, on the contrary, be-
cause of a desire to class either as a " ray ah," and thus
be able, by excluding them from civil national life, to
hold him always in an inferior condition among the
Ottoman subjects.
And yet, although the Armenian people have kept in-
tact their national sentiment and with an unshakable
tenacity preserved their language, their religion, and
their own customs, not one of them before the world con-
flagration dreamed of the independence of Armenia,
because they believed it impossible to obtain. They were
resigned to become part of the Ottoman Empire, de-
manding only reforms which would assure the security
of their lives and their property under a regime of justice
and peace.
The Busso-Turkish War of 1878 offered them the first
opportunity to demand these reforms, and for this pur-
pose they turned to victorious Eussia whose army occu-
pied a part of Armenian Turkey, Their just request was
approved, and thus it was that Article 16 was incor-
porated in the Treaty of San Stefano, by which the
Sublime Portel pledged itself to introduce reforms in
its Armenian provinces. Unfortunately for the Arme-
nians, this treaty of San Stefano was annulled, even be-
*A fanciful translation of Bab-i-AU, or "High State." The Sublime
Poite was a term applie4 to the 'Ottoman Foreign Office.—E. G. M.

